
WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH, 2009 

- - - - - - - 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 

With passion and courage, women have taught us that when we band 

together to advocate for our highest ideals, we can advance our common well-

being and strengthen the fabric of our Nation. Each year during Women's 

History Month, we remember and celebrate women from all walks of life who 

have shaped this great Nation. This year, in accordance with the theme, 

"Women Taking the Lead to Save our Planet," we pay particular tribute to the 

efforts of women in preserving and protecting the environment for present 

and future generations. 

Ellen Swallow Richards is known to have been the first woman in the United 

States to be accepted at a scientific school. She graduated from the 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1873 and went on to become a 

prominent chemist. In 1887, she conducted a survey of water quality in 

Massachusetts. This study, the first of its kind in America, led to the Nation's 

first state water-quality standards. 

Women have also taken the lead throughout our history in preserving our 

natural environment. In 1900, Maria Sanford led the Minnesota Federation of 

Women's Groups in their efforts to protect forestland near the Mississippi 

River, which eventually became the Chippewa National Forest, the first 

Congressionally mandated national forest. Marjory Stoneman Douglas 

dedicated her life to protecting and restoring the Florida Everglades. Her book, 

The Everglades: Rivers of Grass, published in 1947, led to the preservation of 

the Everglades as a National Park. She was awarded the Presidential Medal of 

Freedom in 1993. 

Rachel Carson brought even greater attention to the environment by exposing 

the dangers of certain pesticides to the environment and to human health. 

Her landmark 1962 book, Silent Spring, was fiercely criticized for its 

unconventional perspective. As early as 1963,however, President Kennedy 

acknowledged its importance and appointed a panel to investigate the book's 

findings. Silent Spring has emerged as a seminal work in environmental 

studies. Carson was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom posthumously 

in 1980. 

Grace Thorpe, another leading environmental advocate, also connected 

environmental protection with human well-being by emphasizing the 

vulnerability of certain populations to environmental hazards. In 1992, she 

launched a successful campaign to organize Native Americans to oppose the 

storage of nuclear waste on their reservations, which she said contradicted 

Native American principles of stewardship of the earth. She also proposed that 

America invest in alternative energy sources such as hydroelectricity, solar 

power, and wind power. 

These women helped protect our environment and our people while 

challenging the status quo and breaking social barriers. Their achievements 

inspired generations of American women and men not only to save our planet, 

but also to overcome obstacles and pursue their interests and talents. They 

join a long and proud history of American women leaders, and this month we 

honor the contributions of all women to our Nation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 

America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the 

laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 2009 as Women's History 

Month. I call upon all our citizens to observe this month with appropriate 

programs, ceremonies, and activities that honor the history, 

accomplishments, and contributions of American women. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of March, 

in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of the Independence of the 

United States of America the two hundred and thirty-third. 

BARACK OBAMA 

 

Source : http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Womens-History-

Month-2009/ 

 

 

 

 
U.S. Celebrates Women’s Contributions to the 

World Every March 

Washington — The world-

renowned marine biologist, 

author and environmentalist 

Rachel Carson is the 

inspiration for the 2009 

National Women’s History 

Month theme, Women 

Taking the Lead to Save Our 

Planet. 

 

Carson’s 1962 book Silent 

Spring focused the world’s 

attention on the harm to human health and the 

environment caused by the indiscriminate use of 

pesticides. Its message was that mankind's growing 

reliance on these chemicals carried real and not fully 

understood risks. 

 

She did not urge a ban on all pesticides, but called for 

more research on their safety, more careful and 

moderate use, and tighter regulations. The federal 

government conducted a review of pesticide policies and, 

in 1972, banned the pesticide DDT in the United States. 

Carson and her book are credited with launching the 

modern environmental movement.  Read More: 

http://www.america.gov/st/diversity-

english/2009/February/20090224164038xlrennef0.63750

86.html 

 

 

Places Where Women Made History. 
 

As part of the commemoration of the 

150th anniversary of the first 

Women's Rights Convention held in 

Seneca Falls, New York, the National 

Park Service has developed this 

National Register of Historic Places 

travel itinerary, Places Where Women Made History. This 

itinerary focuses on 75 historic places in New York and 

Massachusetts associated with the varied aspects women's 

history. You will learn about the accomplishments of many 

American women who made outstanding contributions to 

education, government, medicine, the arts, commerce, 

women's suffrage and the early civil rights movement. 

Source:  http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/travel/pwwmh/ 
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154.7 million 

The number of females in the United States as of Oct. 1, 

2008. The number of males was 150.6 million. 

 

Motherhood 

82.8 million 

Estimated number of mothers of all ages in the United 

States. 

1.9 

Average number of children that 

women 40 to 44 had given birth 

to as of 2006, down from 3.1 

children in 1976, the year the 

Census Bureau began collecting 

such data. The percentage of 

women in this age group who 

were mothers was 80 percent in 

2006, down from 90 percent in 

1976. 

 

Earnings 

$34,278 

The median annual earnings of women 16 or older who 

worked year-round, full time, in 2007, up from $33,648 

in 2006 (after adjusting for inflation). Women earned 

77.5 cents for every $1 earned by men. 

 

$61,957 

Median earnings of women working in computer and 

mathematical jobs, the highest among the 26 major 

occupational groups. In the installation, maintenance and 

repair occupations and community and social services 

group, women’s earnings as a percentage of men’s 

earnings were higher than 90 percent. 

 

Education 

33% 

Percent of women 25 to 29 who had attained a bachelor’s 

degree or higher in 2007, which exceeded that of men in 

this age range (26 percent). 

 

28.2 million 

Number of women 25 and older with a bachelor’s degree 

or more education in 2007, more than double the number 

20 years earlier. 

28% 

Percent of women 25 and older who had 

obtained a bachelor’s degree or more as 

of 2007. This rate was up 11 percentage 

points from 20 years earlier. 

 

Voting 

65% 

Percentage of female citizens 18 and 

older who reported voting in the 2004 

presidential election. Sixty-two percent 

of their male counterparts cast a ballot. 

 

 

Jobs 

22.5 million 

Number of female workers in educational services, health 

care and social assistance industries. More women 

worked in this industry group than in any other. Within 

this industry group, 11.2 million worked in the health 

care industry and 8.6 million in educational services. 

 

More statistics: 

http://www.census.gov/Press-

Release/www/releases/pdf/cb09ff-03.pdf 
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